
Mark Your Calendar!  
Aug 30: T-Shirt Tuesday 
Sept 5: Labor Day- No School 
Sept 7: PTO Meeting 
Sept 7-9: Barrier Island Trip (6th, 7th) 

On Monday, August 15th, all NCS 
students, family and faculty were 
invited to celebrate the upcoming 
school year with some food and 
fellowship.  
Headmaster Joe Canney informed 
the attendees that the 2016-17 
year will start with a student body 
of 205, the highest attendance 
since the school’s foundation in 
1999.  Though growing numbers of 
students may eventually 
necessitate two back-to-school 
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BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT AT NCS 
events, Mr. Canney reminded all 
in attendance what a blessing it 
was to come together as one big 
family and celebrate the start of 
a new school year.   
Everyone enjoyed delicious 
home-smoked BBQ, courtesy of 
Dr. Ron Sconyers, and 
traditional side items of potato 
salad and cole slaw were 
supplied by Mrs. Angie Harmon. 
Decorations were organized by 
Ashley Wilson and Alisa Lamb, 
and added a fun splash of color 
and Dr. Seuss-style whimsy. A 
big thanks goes out to the many 
students and staff members who 
gave generously of their time to 
set up and serve at the event.  
Please see the next page for a 
message from Mr. Canney and 
page 7 for more pictures of the 
event.  
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News 
A NOTE FROM  
THE HEADMASTER 
Joe Canney 

The 2016–2017 school year is 
underway and it is a year of much 
change for New Covenant School. 
We are excited to see what the Lord 
has done through our school and how 
He continues to use us. This is my 
fifth year of being called to serve as 
the Headmaster at NCS and I am 
very blessed to once again fill this 
role. When I took over in 2012 we 
had approximately 125 students in K2 
through 12th grades. As we begin this 
year we have 205 students that we 
are servicing, a record for our school. 
And while our growth does show 
some of the good work that we are 
doing it is not our ultimate validation. 
Our goal as a school is to "Present 
our students complete in Christ" and 
to have the Lord look at us at the end  

of the school year and say, "well done 
my good and faithful servant". That is 
much more difficult to measure than 
simply enrollment numbers but it is 
what we are called to and it is what 
we strive for. 
   Academically we have filled out as 
a school and no longer consistently 
offer combine classes. Rather for the 
most part all of our grades from 
kindergarten through 12th grade are 
divided out and following their own 
track. This has created the need for 
additional staff and the Lord has 
greatly blessed us with the addition of 
many over qualified faculty members. 
   In athletics this year we have added 
a Cross Country program for the fall. 
Students in grades 6th - 12th are 
eligible to compete. We will continue 
with our Varsity basketball teams for 
boys and girls, along with continuing 
to have JV boys team and we plan on 
adding a JV girls team this year. 
  Those are just a few of the 
highlights of some of our happenings 
as we begin New Covenant School's 
18th year as a school. Overall we are 
very thankful and humbled by the way 
the Lord has chosen to use us in 
advancing His kingdom. 
 
May all glory and honor be His. 
 
Blessings, 
Mr. Joseph A. Canney 
Headmaster     
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Faculty News 
NEW FACES  
IN THE FACULTY 
Jean Smalley- Latin 

New Covenant School is blessed to 
announce our recent hiring of Mrs. 
Jean Smalley to teach 6th, 7th, and 
8th grade Latin. 
Mrs. Smalley was born and raised in 
Kinston, North Carolina . She 
earned a BS in Science from Mars 
Hill University and went on to earn a 
Masters in Nutrition at the University 
of Tennessee. For several years she 
worked as a Registered Dietitian for 
a large Florida Hospital and later for 
Emory University Hospital in Atlanta.  
She was also employed by the 
Marriott Corporation as a traveling 
troubleshooter in their healthcare 
division. 
For the last nineteen years she was 
a teacher at Covenant Academy in 
Macon, Georgia, where she taught 
Latin in fourth through eighth grades 
and developed the Latin curriculum 
currently being used there. 
Mrs. Smalley is married to her 
husband Bill and they will soon be 

celebrating their 40th wedding 
anniversary!  They have two grown 
children Ashley (who lives in 
Anderson) and William (who lives in 
Little Rock, Arkansas ) and four 
grandchildren. One of their 
grandchildren, Hazel, attends New 
Covenant School. Mrs. Smalley is 
also active in her church (Living 
Hope) and is a group leader with 
Bible Study Fellowship. 

Kevin Arledge- Science/Math 

New Covenant School is excited to 
announce that Mr. Kevin Arledge 
has joined our staff to teach some of 
our science courses and a math 
class. 
Mr. Arledge graduated from 
Clemson University in 1982 with 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Chemical Engineering.  He was 
blessed with a 31 year career in the 
high reliability electronics 
manufacturing industry where he 
worked as a process engineer, an 
engineering manager, a factory 
manager, and a world traveling 
subject matter expert.  (CONT.) 
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Faculty News 
Arledge – CONT. 
After taking an early retirement from the 
corporate world, Mr. Arledge decided 
that he wanted to spend his next career 
making a difference in the lives of 
others.  He is a firm believer in Christian 
education and a Christian worldview.  
Last year he was blessed to teach 
advanced math at a Christian high 
school.  His goal this year is to be a 
blessing to the young people at NCS so 
they in turn will be a blessing to the 
world around them.   
Mr. Arledge has been married for 31 
years.  He and his wife have two grown 
daughters. 
 

Beatrice Brown- Biology, 
Anatomy, Physiology   

Miss Beatrice Brown has been hired 
to teach Biology and Anatomy & 
Physiology for the 2016-2017 
school year. 
Miss Brown is originally from 
Sumter, South Carolina. She went 
to Sumter High School and 
graduated in the Top 10 of her 
class. She received her Bachelor’s 
of Science in Biological Sciences 

and a minor in Communication 
Studies from Clemson University. 
During this academic year, Beatrice 
holds the position of a Temporary 
Lecturer at Clemson while also 
teaching for us. 
She is eager to work with students 
and families at NCS in order to make 
sure they reach their full potential! 
Beatrice is a devoted Christian and is 
excited to be apart of a faith based 
school. 
Outside of the classroom, Beatrice 
enjoys watching Clemson football 
games, cooking, spending time with 
family and friends, and walking her 1 
year old rescue pup, Dottie. 

Dr. John Makujina- Logic, 
Bible, English  

The Lord has greatly blessed New 
Covenant School as we are 
humbled to announce that we have 
hired Dr. John Makujina to teach 
Logic, Bible, and our Senior level 
English 4. 
 
(CONT.) 



August 2016 

Faculty News 
Makujina – CONT. 
Dr. Makujina comes to NCS as a 
first generation Christian who was 
converted from an Eastern religion 
(Zoroastrianism).  A call to the 
ministry following his conversion 
eventually led him to Westminster 
Theological Seminary (Philadelphia) 
where he earned his doctorate of 
philosophy in Old Testament 
studies. He earlier received a 
master’s degree from Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School in the 
same discipline. 
Dr. Makujina has served Christ’s 
church in both undergraduate and 
graduate Christian institutions. Prior 
to moving to South Carolina, he 
lived in Minneapolis and taught at 
Central Baptist Seminary. More 
recently he was appointed 
Professor of Biblical Studies at 
Erskine College where he impacted 
young lives for Christ during his 
eight year tenure. Although no 
longer teaching full time at Erskine, 
he has maintained his affiliation with 
the college as an adjunct professor. 
His academic interests include 
Hebrew and Greek grammar, the 
historical books of the Old 
Testament, and Christian 
apologetics. A number of his 
writings have been published in 
peer-reviewed academic journals 
and popular magazines. This 
penchant for writing has also 
opened up opportunities for him to 
work as a freelance writer and 
editor. Dr. Makujina and his wife 
Kristin enjoy spending time with 
their four children, Shannon, 
Bethany, Miles, and Evan.  
 

Each of them is homeschooled using a 
classical Christian curriculum. Although 
the couple hails from the North, they 
have come to love Southern living.   
 

Carrie Hovey- K4  

New Covenant School is thrilled to 
announce that Mrs. Carrie Hovey is joining 
our preschool staff as a K4, three day a 
week teacher.   
Mrs. Hovey has been married to her high 
school sweetie for 26 years. Her husband 
is the Children’s Pastor at their church, 
New Prospect. They have four terrific kids; 
Noah, a high school senior, plays football 
for the Cavaliers. Carrigan is a sophomore 
and plays basketball for New Covenant 
School. She also loves softball! Adyson is 
9 years old and loves soccer. And finally 
Kenedie, who is 8, loves everything God 
has created. Both Adyson and Kenedie will 
be full time NCS students! 
Mrs. Hovey has  been a stay at home 
mom the last 17 years and a home-school 
teacher. She understands that each kid is 
smart in his/her own way and that learning 
styles vary. She is very committed to 
helping point her students to Jesus and 
assisting parents in presenting their 
children complete in Christ! 
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Sports News 

Football families all over 
Anderson County are excited to 
see their kids back in blue. The 
2016 Anderson Cavaliers 
Football season has officially 
started, beginning with a JV and 
Varsity home game on August 
14th.  
The Anderson Cavaliers is an 
independent athletic program, 
which affords students the 
opportunity to participate in team 
sports that may not be offered at 
their local schools or homeschool 
co-ops.  
New Covenant School has 
enjoyed participating in the 
program for several years, and 
NCS students make up a good 

FOOTBALL  
IS BACK! 

portion of participants in 
Cavalier Football, 
Cheerleading, and Flags 
Teams. The Cavaliers 
program also offers many 
opportunities for parent 
involvement, such as 
coaching opportunities and 
concessions service. During 
Home Games, held at the old 
McCants Field on South Fant 
St. in Anderson, fans are 
invited to enjoy a variety of 
delicious food and drinks.  
JV and Varsity Cheerleaders 
encourage crowd spirit 
through out the games, and 
during halftime, fans are 
usually treated to a special 
performance by the Jr. Varsity 
and Varsity flag teams.  
For a full schedule of games, 
please visit the Cavaliers 
Website at 
www.andersoncavaliers.com.  
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Back to School! 
2016-2017


