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Mark Your Calendar! 
Important Dates for February 

Feb 9-13: Book Fair 
 
Feb 13: Grandparent’s Day 
 
Feb 16: President’s Day- No 
School 
 
Feb 23-28: Basketball 
Tournaments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8th graders Ian McCall (left) and Daniel Graves 
pose after SCISA Regional Spelling Bee. 

in the State competition this month. As 
finalists, Ian and Ethan will be traveling 
to Kingstree SC to participate in the 
event on February 11th. Fifth grader 
Aidan Graves placed third in the 
competition and will be an alternate for 
the State bee.  
 
NCS would also like to congratulate Ian 
McCall on his recent qualification as a 
South Carolina Junior Scholar! This 
honor places Ian in a small group of 
South Carolina 8th graders who 
performed extremely well on PSAT 
subtests. Jr. Scholars will be attending 
an awards ceremony at the State House 
later this year.  
 
 

January spelled fun and a challenge for 
12 New Covenant Spelling Bee finalists. 
On the 15th of last month, a caravan of 
NCS parents, teachers and students 
arrived at Laurens Academy in Laurens, 
SC for the SCISA-sponsored Regional 
Spelling Bee event.  
Representatives from 3-8th grade 
competed against eight other SCISA 
regional schools in a tournament that 
would determine which students would 
make the cut and move on to the State 
Spelling Bee.    
Participants from each grade were Layla 
Wickiser and Liam Hopkins (3rd) Caleb 
Gurley and Mary Miller (4th), Ella Milford 
and Aidan Graves (5th) Miles Miler and 
Rachel Lopez (6th) 
Haven Hooper and Ethan Saxton (7th) 
Daniel Graves and Ian McCall (8th). 
Eighth grader Ian McCall and seventh 
grader Ethan Saxton will be competing 
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2015 for preschool has started off very 
well! It is heart warming seeing how 
each of our students are growing and 
maturing. Each of their sweet 
personalities are such a joy to be 
around. This semester, we are really 
focusing on hiding God’s word in our 
hearts. Our favorite song is “Grace - 
Ephesians 2:8.” Last semester we 
learned about loving God & others 
(Luke 10:27), that Jesus died for us to 
have eternal life (John 3:16) and now 
we are learning it is by grace that we 
are saved (Ephesians 2:8). Our 
students love to share the things they 
are learning, so when you are with one 
of our preschoolers, be sure to ask 
them about some of their verses and 
songs.   
 
In January, we had the privilege of 
having Mrs. Long as our guest 
speaker for chapel. She taught us 
what it means to be “Fishers of Men.”  
 

PRE-K UPDATE 
Bailey Rountree, Preschool Director	


 
We have had a great time doing things 
with our Book Buddy classes this 
semester, especially on January 30th, 
our 100th day of school. One of our K4 
students saw one of his book buddies 
at the grocery store and was so 
excited to tell us about it at school the 
next day. What a sweet thing to see 
when the grammar school students 
love on our preschoolers!   
 

Parent Prayer Team 
The parent prayer team continues to 
lift up New Covenant School in prayer 
on Wednesday Mornings. Meeting at 
8:30 in the conference room, Amy 
Rexrode and several other parents 
pray for the school as well as any  
needs that may come to the attention 
of the team.  
Please feel free to come any time and 
join the prayer meeting. If you wish to 
submit prayer requests, or to be 
added to the distribution list contact 
Amy Rexrode at 
rexode@bellsouth.net or call 
864-933-2825. 
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CULINARY ARTS 

The start of the 2014-15 school 
year marked the start of a new 
elective class offered to middle and 
high school students. Angie 
Harmon, in keeping with a life-long 
love of cooking, began a Culinary 
Arts Class.  
A mix of boys and girls participate in 
Mrs. Harmon’s class of 8, where 
they have been learning basic 
kitchen skills as well as techniques 
to prepare inexpensive foods. “I 
wanted to teach them something 
that would be useful in college,” 
says Mrs. Harmon. The class has 
covered sandwiches and pastas 
and Mrs. Harmon even has plans to 
show the students ways to dress up 
Ramen noodles. “I’m so excited to 
get to share different cultures and 
ethnicities, and these kids are 
getting to taste new things they 
never tasted before,” said Mrs. 
Harmon.   

Cooking for Life 

  
BASKETBALL 
UPDATE	


When it comes to cooking 
expertise, Mrs. Harmon is no 
rookie. She began cooking for her 
family at the age of 9 and though 
during the school year she has a 
limited amount of time, she owns 
and runs her own catering 
business, GiGi’s Gourmet. Mrs. 
Harmon has a passion for all things 
French, including cuisine, but her 
favorite dish to prepare is Shrimp 
and Grits.  
	


The 2015 Basketball season has 
been fun and eventful for NCS 
students, coaches, and families.   
There are 10 teams in all, boys and 
girls ranging from ages 17- 7 and 
under. “All the teams are doing 
well, working hard and bringing 
glory to the Lord through their play 
and practice,” said coach and 
headmaster Joe Canney.  
At the end of the month, many of 
the basketball teams will be 
competing in a tournament. The 
goal is to qualify for the 
Championships to be held at 
McCants Middle School on 
Saturday, February 28th.  
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REV. SIMON: A MAN OF MANY TALENTS 
To say that Rev. Camden Simon is 
living out his life-long dream teaching 
upper school at New Covenant School 
would be slightly misleading. Does he 
love his job? You bet! Rev. Simon has 
been teaching at New Covenant 
School for three years and he knew 
from year one that he was in the right 
place.  

However, rewind the clock about 3 
years, and you’d be talking to a recent 
Seminary graduate who was 
determined to teach College or Grad 
School.  Rev. Simon received his 
undergraduate degree from the 
University of Tennessee in his home 
state. His multi-talented leanings were 
already showing through, and they 
earned him a double major in 
Chemistry and Theatre, as well as a 
minor in Cellular Molecular Biology. It’s 
not every day you meet a young man 
who could easily become an M.D. or 
an Actor, but Simon didn’t stop there. 
In 2007, he began attending Erskine 
Seminary where he earned  his 
Masters of Divinity, and Masters of 
Theology with concentration in 
Patristic Christology.  

With school behind him, Simon was 
initially resistant when he began to feel 
the leading of the Lord toward 
teaching High School. After struggling 
with the unexpected call for about a 
year, he began applications. New 
Covenant School headmaster Joe 
Canney called  

for an interview. Despite feeling the 
effects of a biking accident that 
severely injured his shoulder, Rev. 
Simon was offered the position and 
the doors opened for him to follow the 
Lord’s leading. “God dragged me 
kicking and screaming into High 
School,” he laughs. “But I realized right 
away that, yes, God was right. This is 
where I belong.” Rev. Simon now 
teaches Upper school Science, 
Anatomy and Physics, Chemistry, 
Logic, Old Testament, and Systematic 
Theology. And if you think that’s a long 
list, you should see his list of 
extracurricular activities! Just to name 
a few, he serves as a Resident 
Director at Erskine College, and 
operates a freelance theatre lighting 
and design service. Biking is his 
passion, and during the summers, he 
teaches Sailing in New York State. He 
is also an ordained minister in the 
Reformed Episcopal Church.  
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Clay and Sunni 
Wickiser have 
always called 
Anderson home. 
Both Anderson 
natives, the two 
met at TL Hanna 
High School, and 
later married.  

The family now has 
3 daughters, all in 
attendance at New 
Covenant School. 
Zoe is 14 and in 8th 
grade, Lily is 11 in 
5th grade, and 
Virginia turns 7 this 
month and is in 2nd 
grade.  

Since the girls got 
to schooling age, 
they have had 
experience 
Homeschooling 
and attending New 
Covenant School. 

The Wickiser girls 
have enjoyed 
participating in 
some extra 
curricular activities  
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Mary-Paige Miller 

Mary-Paige Miller is an Anderson girl. 
Having lived in Anderson all her life, she 
and her family have been members of 
New Covenant Church for 4 years. To 
start the next chapter of life, she will be 
heading to Anderson University after 
graduating from New Covenant School 
this Spring.  
Mary-Paige attended New Covenant 
School K5- 4th grade, and then attended 
Oakwood Christian Academy. She and 
her 3 younger brothers returned to NCS 
for the 2014-15 school year.  
She begins studying at Anderson 
University in the Fall, and she will 
pursue a degree in nursing, following a 
life-long ambition to become a nurse like 
her Grandmother.  
Mary-Paige will be participating in the 
Spring play before leaving, and she 
speaks to her underclassmen with great 
fondness. “Cherish every moment,” she 
says. “It goes by so fast!”  

The Wickiser Family 
 
 

#Welovnewcov 

this year. Zoe and 
Lily both play 
together on the 
same NCS 
basketball team, 
and Lily and 
Virginia have 
enjoyed being 
helpers with the 
knitting club.  

Sunni Wickiser  
has very positive 
things to say about 
her family’s 
experience with 
NCS. Her favorite 
aspect of the 
school is the 
Christ-centered 
education. She 
praises the 
nurturing, loving 
attention her 
daughters have 
received from both 
teachers and 
students. “It’s a 
very family friendly 
atmosphere,” says  
Mrs. Wickiser. 
“Like-minded 
parents with the 
same goals. I really 
feel like it’s a safe 
place for my kids.” 

PARENT  
TESTIMONY 
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Your contributions are already helping! 
NCS has already seen donations coming in from the following sources: 
 

Item	   Loca*on	   Qty	   Price	  	   Total	   Raised	   Remaining	  
Opera&ng	  Fund	   1	   $35,000	  	   $35,000	   $21,850	   $13,150	  
Scholarship	  Fund	   1	   $26,245	  	   $26,245	   $13,000	   $13,245	  
Science	  Lab	  &	  Equip	   Science	   1	   $15,000	  	   $15,000	   $0	   $15,000	  
Lockers	  (set	  of	  6)	   Upper	  School	   4	   $475	  	   $1,900	   $565	   $795	  
Tables	   Preschool	   3	   $290	  	   $870	   $0	   $870	  
Tables	   Upper	  School	   10	   $430	  	   $4,300	   $0	   $4,300	  
Tables	  	   All	  School	   10	   $185	  	   $1,850	   $0	   $1,850	  
Desks	   Lower	  School	   10	   $125	  	   $1,250	   $0	   $1,250	  
Whiteboards	   All	  School	   5	   $400	  	   $2,000	   $0	   $2,000	  
Defibrillator	  	   First	  Aid	   1	   $1,500	  	   $1,500	   $0	   $1,500	  
Gaga	  Ball	  Court/
Balls	   PE/Recess	   1	   $500	  	   $500	   $0	   $500	  
Spike	  Ball	  Sets	   PE/Recess	   5	   $60	  	   $300	   $0	   $300	  

$90,715	   $31,795	   $58,920	  

NCS Wish List 

SPRING PLAY 
NCS to Present Comedy/Mystery 

within the range of 200-300. Preceding 
each performance will be a silent auction 
featuring various goods and services 
available for bidding. Tickets include hors-
d'oeuvres, and admittance to both the 
auction and the show. Proceeds from the 
silent auction will go toward the operating 
fund of New Covenant School.  

This April, NCS students 8-12th grade will 
be presenting a theatrical farce by Rob 
Urbinati called “Death by Design”. 
Rehearsals will begin February 17th, and 
the production will welcome back many of 
the performers from last year’s Arsenic 
and Old Lace. Rev. Simon will be 
returning as the productions’ director. 
Though the cast is comprised of students 
8th grade and up, children from grades 6th 
and up are welcome to assist as crew 
members. The production will be held in 
the Sanctuary at New Covenant Church 
on April 16th and 17th. Producer and 
teacher Angie Harmon expects 
attendance for each performance to be 


