
COME SEE WHAT NCS IS ALL ABOUT 
Do you know a family who’s interested in 
Christ-centered education and academic 
excellence? Then help us spread the 
word about our Open House! New 
Covenant School will be opening its 
doors to the local community on 
February 10th. Families with children K2 
through 12th grade are invited to come 
meet the staff, ask questions, and get a 
little taste of what so many love about 
our school. The program for the evening 
will include student demonstrations and 
information on all programs from music 
to athletics.   
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Mark Your Calendar! 
Important Dates for 3rd Quarter 

January 15: College Planning 
Night 
 
January 19: MLK Day- No School 
 
February 10: Open House 
 
February 16: Winter Break- No 
School 
 
March 6: No School 
 
March 13: End of 3rd Quarter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last year, NCS welcomed 32 new families, 
some of them contacts from 2014’s Open 
House. “We are looking forward to meeting 
new families, and we hope to establish a 
connection with parents looking for a good 
Christian school for the 2015-16 year,” said 
Headmaster Joe Canney. “It’s a great 
chance for families to meet our amazing 
staff and hear about our stellar academic 
programs.”  
  
 

February 10th 
6:30pm	


K2- K12	

College Preparatory Classes	


Student Demonstrations	

Music/Dance Programs	

Weekly Chapel, PE, Art	


Athletic Teams	

Preschool 	


Piano Lessons	

Electives	
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The New Year is always a nice time 
to remember things from the past 
year and get excited about events 
and experiences God has in store 
for the upcoming year. August to 
December were great months for 
Preschool. January to May are 
shaping up to be even more 
fabulous than the first semester. In 
preschool we are really excited to 
continue to watch our students 
grow and learn more about God, 
His Word and His World. In the 
coming months we have lots to 
learn, many new Bible verses, 
songs, letters, numbers and motor 
skills.  

PRE-K UPDATE 
Bailey Rountree, Preschool Director	


We are looking forward to 
continuing to build relationships 
with our buddy classes and 
participating with them in upcoming 
events such as Hat Day and 100th 
Day of School Party. 
After two days of school, our 
students have already learned 
Ephesians 2:8.  
It is our prayer that all of our 
students will not ever know a day 
without Christ, so it is important for 
them to learn that it is by grace we 
are saved, not from ourselves; it is 
a gift of God!! If you see one of our 
students ask them to sing 
Ephesians 2:8 for you. As we teach 
our students to be faithful followers 
in God’s world, it is valuable for 
them to hide God’s word in their 
hearts. 
  
 Special Feature 

Please see pages 8-9 for a special message from Preschool Director Bailey Rountree.  
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2nd Quarter Honor Roll	

New Covenant School would like to 
acknowledge the hard work of the 
students who have made the 
headmaster’s list and honor roll for 
grades 3 and up. Great work, everyone!  
Headmaster’s List (All As) 
3rd: Liam Hopkins, Laura Johnson, 
Layla Wickiser 
4th: Ian Harmon, Caleb Gurley 
5th: Aidan Graves, Meredith Johnson, 
Ella Milford, Braden Sult, Lily Wickiser 
6th: Rachel Lopez, Wren Sconyers 
8th: Allison Dutterer, Alex Gebing, 
Daniel Graves, Caroline Lamb, Ian 
McCall, Leila Sconyers, Zoe Wickiser 
9th: James Curnow, Grayson Hardy 
10th: Brooke Carver, Rebecca Lamb, 
Anna Milford, Adam Mortenson 
11th: Rebecca Roth, Michelann Settle 
12th: Mary Paige Miller 
 

4th: Valerie Barber, Emma Jordan, 
Wills Knighton, Mary Miller, Lilly 
Woodhams 
5th: Emily Burchette, Joshua Van 
Arsdale, Jonah Van Wieren 
6th: Will Hardy, Matthew Harmon, 
Miles Miller, Joseph Mortenson, 
Ashley Sult 
7th: Haven Hooper, Ethan Saxton, 
Jacob Valentine 
8th: Huston Funk 
9th: Kyle Woodhams 
10th: Chase Harmon 
11th: Jillian Burchette, Rebekah 
Graves 
12th: Caleb Boyte 

JANUARY  
SPELLING BEE	

New Covenant participated in a 
Spelling Bee on January 15, hosted by 
SCISA.  

In December, NCS students 3rd-8th 
grade participated in a spelling 
tournament to see which finalists 
would have the honor of attending the 
event. The representatives were 3rd 
grade: Liam Hopkins and Layla 
Wickiser, 4th grade: Caleb Gurley and 
Mary Miller, 5th grade: Adian Graves 
and Ella Milford, 6th grade: Miles Miller 
and Rachel Lopez, 7th grade: Haven 
Hooper and Ethan Saxton, 8th grade: 
Daniel Graves and Ian McCall. NCS 
looks forward to many more fun 
academic events with SCISA. 

 

Honor Roll  (All As and Bs) 
3rd: Ahna Ghany, Isabella Jordan, 
Rebekah Van Arsdale 
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NCS Collects                            
Pennies for Preemies  
During the month of October, 
students and faculty of New 
Covenant School in Anderson 
began a campaign to raise money 
to aid premature babies. Every child 
from K2 through grade 12 was 
encouraged to collect pennies for 
Pennies for Preemies, a non-profit 
charity that provides funds for local 
families with special needs children. 
“We wanted to chose an outreach 
that would allow every child to 
participate,” said Headmater Joe 
Canney. “Even our youngest 
students were able to bring in their 
penny donations and know they 
made a difference for premature 
babies and special needs children.” 
The penny drive, which spanned 
four weeks, raised $212.42 for the 
Pennies for Preemies program. The 
3rd grade class brought in the most 
pennies; having raised $46.95. A 
check on behalf of the school was 
presented to TL Hanna student 
Grace Cromer, who founded the 
charity this year.  
In November, New Covenant 
School also participated in Feed the 
Need, a Food Drive program that 
provides nutritious non-perishable 
meals to families in impoverished 
countries.  

 

WINTER BALL 
NCS Students Spruce Up  

On December 13th, NCS Students 8th 
grade and up put on their Christmas 
best and danced the night away at the 
First Annual Winter Ball.                       
The Cafeteria/C108, usually tidy and 
functional, was decked out in white 
Christmas lights and tulle- casting a 
beautiful glow that glittered on many a 
sequined gown.                                    
In preparation for the formal, upper 
school students sold beverages during 
lunch to help fund the black-tie affair. 
And, to make the event even more fun, 
invitations were made “Sadie Hawkins” 
style- with the girls thinking up creative 
ways to ask their favorite fellow. Mary 
Mock, 12th grade, used the occasion of 
school picture day to invite Ben Hardy, 
photo-bombing him with a poster 
reading “Winter Ball?”. Madeline 
Smith, 10th grade, asked Hunter 
Sizemore by littering a room with red 
plastic cups, and a sign that read 
“Don’t let me go Solo to the Winter 
Ball.” 
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2015 MARKS 30th YEAR FOR MRS. WYSE 
There was a lot of exciting stuff 
happening 30 years ago. A little pizza 
joint called Papa John’s opened its 
doors. The Cosby Show was enjoying 
a successful 1st season. Apple 
unveiled the first Mac computer, and 
Paula Wyse began her teaching 
career.  

During her run, Mrs. Wyse has taught 
every grade from K-3 to 6th. She 
began in a Florida public school, 
where she taught art and today she 
teaches 2nd grade at New Covenant 
School.  

Mrs. Wyse was born in Hemmingway, 
SC- a town near Florence so small, 
she says, that today there isn’t even a 
hospital to be born in. She and 
husband Walt, married 37 years, have 
a son, 33, a daughter, 30, and a 15 
month-old granddaughter. 

Mrs. Wyse says she enjoyed playing 
school as a child, so it’s no surprise 
that she became a teacher. When 
asked what she loves most about her 
profession, Mrs. Wyse says: “ I love it 
when the proverbial light comes on! 
When a child really gets it- when they 
get excited about what they’re 
learning.” After 30 years of dedicated 
teaching, mostly in private schools, it’s 
likely that Mrs. Wyse has enjoyed 
many such moments. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wyse have been in Anderson 

for 13 years, and have been attending 
New Covenant Church for just as long.  
She has been on staff at New 
Covenant School for 12 years. She 
praises her fellow staff members, as 
well as the academic and spiritual 
excellence of NCS. “It’s great when 
you can incorporate how God enters 
into Math, or Science, or any other 
subject you’re teaching.” Of the faculty 
and families of NCS, Mrs. Wyse says 
she loves the people she gets to work 
with. “The faculty and families are 
amazing.”  
NCS faculty and families think Mrs. 
Wyse is pretty amazing too! We would 
like to congratulate Mrs. Wyse on her 
30th year of teaching and thank her for 
her years of hard work and dedication.  



NCS LIFE	


STUDENT SPOTLIGHT	
 PARENT 
TESTIMONY 
 

 

The Mortenson 
Family has lived in 
Anderson for 14 
years. Members of 
New Covenant 
Church for 12 of 
those years, it was 
easy for Mrs. Krisy 
Mortenson to hear 
about the 
educational 
opportunity at New 
Covenant School. 
The family now has 
two sons with the 
program. Adam, who 
began his NCS 
education in 
Kindergarten, is now 
a sophomore. This 
past season, Adam 
enjoyed his first year 
playing with the 
Anderson Cavaliers 
Football team, and 
plans to continue 
playing. The 
Mortenson’s younger 
son Joseph joined 
NCS in Preschool 
and is now a 6th 
grader. Joseph also 
participates in 
basketball.  
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Austin Earnhardt 

Austin Earnhardt will be joining NCS’s 
graduating class of 2015 as they receive 
their diplomas this Spring. Austin came 
to New Covenant School for his Junior 
year after making the decision to leave 
another local Christian School. He says 
the teachers and administrators make 
him very glad to be a part of NCS. “I 
really appreciate the faculty at New 
Covenant,” said Austin. “They listen to 
you and actually care about your 
opinion.” 
Austin plans to attend USC Upstate 
after graduation, where he will pursue a 
degree in Business Administration and 
Accounting. After college, Austin hopes 
to become a CEO, possibly opening a 
rock quarry in keeping with the tradition 
set by his parents and grandparents.  
To NCS’s underclass men, Austin leaves 
this advice: “Make sure you always work 
hard, but keep a good balance. 
Remember to have fun!”  

The Mortenson  
Family  
 
 

#Welovnewcov 

 

The Mortensons 
have enjoyed their 
time as an NCS 
family, and would 
not hesitate to 
recommend the 
school to 
interested families. 
“Definitely take a 
tour!”, advises  
Mrs. Mortenson. 
“We’ve had a great 
experience. The 3 
directives 
(classical, 
Christian, 
covenantal) are all 
very important and 
done very well at 
New Covenant 
School.”  

During their time 
with NCS, the 
Mortenson family 
has come to value 
the faculty and the 
community. “I’m so 
thankful for the 
opportunity for my 
boys to attend. 
They love it! You 
really feel like it’s a 
family; that they 
love your children 
like you do. You 
really feel the love 
of Christ.”  
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Your contributions are already helping! 
NCS has already seen donations coming in from the following sources: 
 

Thank you to everyone who made 2014 donations  
and gifts towards our Wish List items!  

Item	   Loca*on	   Qty	   Price	  	   Total	   Raised	   Remaining	  
Opera&ng	  Fund	   1	   $35,000	  	   $35,000	   $21,5706	   $13,294	  
Scholarship	  Fund	   1	   $26,245	  	   $26,245	   $12,898	   $13,347	  
Science	  Lab	  &	  Equip	   Science	   1	   $15,000	  	   $15,000	   $0	   $15,000	  
Lockers	  (set	  of	  6)	   Upper	  School	   4	   $475	  	   $1,900	   $540	   $1,360	  
Tables	   Preschool	   3	   $290	  	   $870	   $0	   $870	  
Tables	   Upper	  School	   10	   $430	  	   $4,300	   $0	   $4,300	  
Tables	  	   All	  School	   10	   $185	  	   $1,850	   $0	   $1,850	  
Desks	   Lower	  School	   10	   $125	  	   $1,250	   $0	   $1,250	  
Whiteboards	   All	  School	   5	   $400	  	   $2,000	   $0	   $2,000	  
Defibulator	  	   First	  Aid	   1	   $1,500	  	   $1,500	   $0	   $1,500	  
Gaga	  Ball	  Court/
Balls	   PE/Recess	   1	   $500	  	   $500	   $0	   $500	  
Spike	  Ball	  Sets	   PE/Recess	   5	   $60	  	   $300	   $0	   $300	  

$90,715	   $31,795	   $58,920	  

NCS Wish List 

2014 Christmas Program 
A Night of Worship to Close the Year 
 
Students, parents and teachers came 
together in a corporate worship service 
to celebrate the birth of Christ and to 
close out the year. Though the format of 
the Thanksgiving program was more 
concert-like, NCS music teacher Debbie 
Smith chose to focus on Scripture 
Colossians 3:17- “And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through Him.” 
 Students K-2 through 5th grade 
participated in the worship service, 
including some musical offerings of  
 

song and hand bells by some of the 
upper school students. “Our focus was 
on Glorifying God,” said Mrs. Smith. “It 
was a great chance for the kids to 
learn that singing is an important part 
of Worship.” 

Please note: the raised Operating Funds are shown here with a decrease from December. This is 
because funds from the concession stand were transferred to the scholarship fund.   



It’s all about LOVE! Guidelines for 
selecting a Preschool in Anderson.
By: Bailey Rountree, New Covenant 
Preschool Director

Finding a preschool that fits your family can 
be a challenging task, especially here in the 
Bible Belt where christian school options 
abound. As you begin this often 
overwhelming process, seek first our all 
knowing God for His direction! He will guide 
you. Second, look for a place with lots of 
love. As a mother, there is nothing more 
comforting than sending my children to a 
place where I feel they are loved as I would 
love them. I believe a preschool can valuably 
show love in the following four ways.

Love for God
Is the love of God evident and clear in the 
preschool? This can be seen in the bulletin 
boards and curriculum but most of all in the 
philosophy of the school and in the 
environment of the classrooms and in the 
character of the preschool staff. Is the 
preschool trying to make their students good 
boys and girls or are they focusing on the 
hearts of their students? Are they addressing 
all things through the lens of scripture and 
teaching the words of Colossians 1:17, that 
“God is before all things and in Him all things 
hold together?”

Loving Teachers
A preschool where 
teachers are consistently 
pointing the students 
back to the gospel is 
where you want to be. 
We are all in need of a 
Savior and it is so 
valuable for children to 
learn such solid truth 
regularly and at a young 

age. Also, a place where the teacher is 
teaching to the whole student (i.e. 
academically, spiritually, mentally, physically); 
addressing the behavioral issues as valuable 
teaching moments for training the students’ 

hearts and teaching them to love their 
neighbor as themselves (Luke 10:27). Is the 
teacher guiding the students in serving one 
another and showing them how to interact 
with each other in a loving way? On the flip 
side, you want to see students obeying their 
teachers out of love for their teachers and 
this takes a loving teacher to teach this to her 
students. 

Love of Learning
You want to find a 
preschool where 
learning is fun and 
viewed as a delight. 
Find a place that is 
developing life-long 
learners and equipping 
students to enjoy the 
calling God has for 
their lives. During 
these crucial early 
years, letter and 

number recognition along with color and 
shape recognition should be a part of each 
day. You should also see lots of books in the 
preschool classrooms. Quality puzzles and 
manipulatives should be used regularly to 
allow for motor skill development. A 
preschool is more than babysitting or quality 
childcare, so there should be structured 
learning time. However, playtime is very 
important for preschool aged children, so you 
will want to see when and how often the 
students have playtime in the classroom and 
on the playground.

Loving Environment
A loving environment can look different to 
each individual based on different 
personalities, but some “must-haves” for a 
preschool would be: organization, structure, 
safety, discipline, peaceful, welcoming, clean 
and joyful.

A preschool whose primary goal is loving 
God and equipping His children will 
automatically blend and overlap the above 
categories beautifully. In your process of 
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finding a preschool, seek the Lord for wisdom 
on what is best for you and your family. Doing 
research on preschool websites is a valuable 
tool. Then schedule a tour with the school to 
preview the school without your child. Have a 
list of questions ready when you go to 
preview the school.

At New Covenant Preschool we are assisting 
parents in teaching and training their 
students to be faithful followers in God’s 
World and always pointing them to the gospel 
and their need for salvation. Academically, 
we are start our students at the first level of 
the trivium of Classical Education…Grammar 
or Pre-grammar. We use Abeka Curriculum 
for our classroom instruction time. We offer 
classes for K2, K3 and K4. Every morning we 
start our time together with our Memory 
Meeting, then each class goes to their 
classrooms to begin their class time. Class 
time includes learning letters, numbers, 
colors, shapes, motor skill development, 
Bible stories and memory verses and these 
are done through arts, crafts, manipulatives, 
and teaching time. If you would like more 
information about New Covenant Preschool, 
contact Bailey Rountree, Director, at 
(864)224-5675 or preschool@ncchurch.net.


